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21. “None Shall 
Reproach You ...” 


Forgiveness is a great virtue 


ik. yy Special Child Yaqub = was the grandson of the great 

prophet Ibrahim 25. He was himself a 
prophet, and also the leader of the whole 
tribe. He had twelve sons. Yusuf 2 was 
Yaqub’s eleventh son and the first child of the 
Prophet Yaqub’s wife, Rahil, who had been 
childless for many years. Rahil had one more 
son, Binyamin, Yusuf’s little brother. 


Long, long ago in a far-away place in Canaan, 


near Nablus, some thirty miles north of 


Jerusalem, lived a pious old man. His name was 
Yaqub 22h, He and his family and other relatives 
lived in tents woven from goat hair, and sent 
their animals to graze in the nearby hills and 
valleys. These were very fertile places, dotted 
here and there with little groves of trees. The 


pasture was so rich that they could stay for a 


long time in one place and did not have to move 


every week or so as some tribes did. 

The Prophet Yaqub’s family members 
usually spent their time looking after their herds 
of animals, milking their goat 


and sheep and 
making household things, Everything they did 
was to help and support their large family 
Sometimes they would yo out into the hills and 
hunt. Every so often they would load their pack 
animals with animal skins and meat and 
whatever cloth they had woven and take these 
goods to distant places to sell 


Yusuf’s ten older half-brothers had 
another mother. As a child Yusuf 3 spent 
his time in and around the family, playing 


with his little brother Binyamin, running with 
the baby lambs and gi 
desert lands. 

He had a keen intelligence and a kind 


w out over the vast 


nature. His father loved him dearly, He kept 


Yusuf <2 close to him, and had long talks 
with him even when Yusuf 2 was still quite 


young. From the very beginning Yaqub = 


Was much impressed by this noble and 
gentle soul, for whom he saw a great and 


promising future. 


‘The Most Beautiful Story. 

The Qur'an devotes almost the entire 

twelfth surah, or chapter, to the story of the 

By Prophet Yusuf 2. 1c is a story that shows us the 
power of love and compassion and the ability of 
rman, with God's help. to find the right parh in 
spite of all the difficulties ond pain that may 
lock the way. 

Allah revealed this story to the Prophet 
Muharamad 2 at a time when enemies, who 
wanted to stamp out God!'s message, hid 
escalated their cruelty to the point of plotting, 
his murder. It was during the last days of the 
Prophet Muhammad's stay in Makkah after the 
death of his wife Khadijah, a time in his life: 
known as the Year of Sorrow, Muhammad was: 
dispirited. and his companions and followers 

A were in need of encouragement, At this difficult 
moment some of the Prophet Muhammad's 
‘opponents challenged him to prove that he was 
really a prophet by answering questions about 
cone of the propl of the Children of Israel 
whose story was not known among the Aribs— 
Yusuf 23. The Prophet Muhammad's enemies 
hoped tw catch him making secret inquiries of 
the Jews about Yusuf 28, and then they would 
shout our fond thar he wi fraud. As it 
turned out, they disappointed. 

c story of Yusuf 3 ven 


the Prophet 
Muarnmuad at this critical time was a lesson 


and a 9 ‘of inspiration for Mul 
his followers. Av the Qur'an says *S 
22 ond his bothers there are signs for 
and his 
ery simular 10 the Prophet 
} Muhammad's trials and ultimare triumph. The 
propher’s opponents in Makkah acted toward 
hum just as Yusuf’ brothers had toward 
Yusuf <2, and, like Yusuf 3, Muhammad & 
eventually attained a higher social stature than 
‘any of his opponents could imagine and 
succeeded in his God-given mission to establish 
the message of Islam. 


2. The Sun, the Moon and Eleven Stars 


One day Yusuf 2 had ar 
moon all bowed down to 
woke up, he hurried to tell 
this strange dream. Yaqut 


plain in the dre 


brothers might become 
jea him and try to 
harm him, Yaqut 

warned Yusuf not to 


tell them about it: “My 


little son, do not tell your 


t 


thers about your 


dream lest they hateb a 
plor against you, for 
Satan is the open enemy 
of man, 

Yaqub 2 cautioned 
his son, “The Lord ha 
wen you, Yusuf for 
1 higher purpose. He will 
teach you to interpret 
dreams, and will perfect 
His blessings upon you: 
He told Yusuf = that 
Allah would bless him 
ind their family in just 


the way He had blessed 


were us of Yusuf 
kh adfatk aq a 7 But they dar 
ather I pe a 
" ind would ha 
The ten half-brother war 
heir father's gi ‘ T Yusuf 
ft after k nt 
ther 1 har we te 
7 rin 7 


reir innocent er hal 
the uf i Binyamin, but th 
wer pectfu ir father, treating 
m rorant 
Y f « it ring of 
r hi Ishaq = and 
randfather Ibrahim x, Yaqub 2 was a 
wise a ble man, a propher who had 
been yanded by Allah to pass on the 
k of the God t i 
w Some took heed of what the 
me did not; overall the famil 
benefited from h: uch ancestors, But 
when Yaqub zh tried to teach his own older 


The Meani 


ing of Dreams 


3. A Plot Is Hatched 


Finally the brothers’ resentment reached the 
boiling point, and they went off to the hills 


where nobody could hear or see them. There 


they suggested something really outrageous 
They said to each other: "Yusuf and his 
younger brother are dearer to our father than 
ourselves, though we are so many, Truly, our 
father is very much mistaken. Let us slay 
Yusuf, of east him away in some far-off land, 
so that we may have no rivals for our father's 
love, and after that be honorable men.” 

Asin their evil hearts they debated how 
to rid themselves of Yusuf 22, one of the 


brothers who had a soft spot for Yusuf = 


Jealousy: Satan's Weapon 

The Prophet Yusut’s ten halt-brothers 
were jealous of him, seeing his sublime 
penonality and the attention and love that 
he received from thelr father. Jealousy’ isa 
base that ctipples the 
heart, Only evil can come of je 
that is why it bs one of 
weapons 

Te ts very dangerous to be je 
seeing someone's superiority, oF for any other 
reason, If allowed to grow, the seeds of envy 


roy even a believer's heart and soul 
So, Hf you find yourself having feelings of 
Jealousy, repent and pray to the Almighty to 
ant you tefuge from the mischief of Satan, 
Jealousy is a proof that you are not content 
with God's decision and are ready to be 
guided by the Devil, 

Jn that state of mind you are unable te 
rell right from wrong oF good from bad 
Therefore, the Qur'an reminds believers: “Ie 
may well be that you hate a thing while it is 
wood for you, and it may well he that you 
love a thinwe while it ts bd for you" (22216), 


spoke out against killing him. “Do nor slay 
Yusuf, but, if you must, rather cast him into 


a dark well. Some caravan will take him 
id. They all liked the idea and 
agreed upon it, And they knew where just 


up.” he s 


such a well was to be found. It was deep 
and had completely dried up. 


But now, for their plot to succeed, they 
had to deceive their father. So they made 


plan to ge 


village, and all of them came to their 


and pretended to be very sincere 
“Dear Father! Why don’t you trust us 
with Yusuf? We certainly wish him well. 


Send him with us tomorrow, so that he ean 


on a false hunting trip outside the 
ther 


play and enjoy himself.” They assured their They convinced Yaqub 24 that ten strong, 


father that they would take good care of grown-up men would have to die before the 

him. Bur Yaqub 2 sensed some mischief, wolf could touch young Yusuf! 

and was unwilling to agree Finally Yaqub = relented and put 
“Lwould feel very anxious if I let him aside his fears, however reluctantly, What 

go with you,” said Yaqub , “in case some Yaqub = did nor know was that the 

wolf came along and ate him up while you brothers did indeed have an evil intent, and 


were off your guard.” But that in saying he fenred thar the wolf 


might come and attack 
Yusuf 34, he had 


unwittingly given an idea 


the brothers persisted: 
“It would be shameful 
if the wolf devoured 

him while there are so to the wicked ones that 
many of us." would help them carry 


our their terrible plan. 


4. The Hunting Trip 


The next morning, as Yaqub x saw his 
children off, he prayed for their safety 


and well-being, especially for his beloved 


son Yusuf 24, who was about 16 years 
old at that time, Yaqub 224 was a propher 
with incredible patience. He believed 
that Allah would be with his children all 
the time and would help them in need, 
although he did not know in what form 
Allah's help would come 

The brothers went deep into the 


countryside, taking their sheep and goats 


with them to gi on the hillsides. 


Yusuf x was cheerful, excited to be out 


on a trip with his older brothers. He ran 


A An old dried up welt 
It was one such old well into which the Prophet Yusut 
was thrown by his brothers, 


happily here and there, and played among 
them contentedly 

Coming close to the well, they 
suddenly grabbed Yusuf 2, seizing him 


from behind and grasping him by the arms 


and legs. He fought so hard to free himself 


that his shirt was pulled off his back. But no 
matter how he struggled, he was unable to 


escape their clutches: they were so much 


er than he was, They dragged him to the 


well and threw him down into it, He 


screamed as he fell, but they ignored him. 


Althor 


the well was quite deep, it had 


completely dried up. Yusuf 4 landed at the 
bottom of the well with a thud. He was dazed 
by the fall, bur had no injuries except for 


some cuts made by the sharp edges of some 


stones on the inside wall of the well. 


There would be no climbing those steep 
sides to escape. The brothers had run away, 
laughing and joking; they paid no attention 
to Yusuf's desperate cries for help. Without 
food or water, he lay there all alone for three 
days, He turned toward his Lord in the hope 
of receiving His help. Yusuf = may have 
been betrayed by his brothers, and left to die 
or to be sold into slavery, but he was 
undaunted. He put his trust in God, and his 


courage never failed him. 


Allah revealed His will to Yusuf 9 
saying: “You shall tell chem of all this when 


they will not know you." 


5. “Sweet Patience!” 


The evil brothers were busy now making 
another plan to fool their father. They killed 
a young goat and smeared Yusuf’s shirt with 
its blood. 

‘They waited until nightfall, before 
going back home to show thitt they had 
made an effort to search for their brother 
and save him. They pretended to be crying 
“O father!” they wept, “What you feared 
has actually happened! We ran races and 
left Yusuf to look after our belongings. No 
sooner had we turned our backs than a wolf, 


seeing that Yusuf was alone, attacked him 
and ate him up.” They produced his shirt 
soaked with the goat's blood as evidence. 
Yaqub’s earlier fear about a wolf made 
them imagine that he would readily believe 
this story. 

Yaqub = was utterly shocked and 
very distressed to hear this terrible news. 
He listened to the story about the wolf, but 
did not believe it. He was a wise man and 
could read their hearts. He sensed that 
there had been some foul play. When he 
examined the shirt, he saw that although it 
was bloodstained, it was not torn 
anywhere, In his heart he refused t0 


accept the story: how gentle the wolf must 
have been to devour Yusuf 3 but leave the 
shirt untouched! 


‘our souls have 


“No!” he cried, 


tempted you to evil. Sweet patience! (Sabr 
jamil!) Allah alone can help me to bear the 
loss." Thus Yaqub = stilled his heart and 
begged Allah's assistance, For days he did 
not speak 

If the brothers expected to receive more 
love from him with Yusuf = gone, they were 
mistaken. Yaqub 2 spent more time in 


prayer and meditation. He asked Allah's 


protection for his little son. He consol 
himself remembering Yusuf’s dream of eleven 
stars and the sun and the moon. He was 
confident that Yusuf 4 must be alive 
somewhere and that Allah might have 


chosen him for some more noble cause. 


x 

voc) Hardship and God's Plan 

as Besides demonstr 

degree of piety and righteousness of the Prophet Yusuf 22, his 
‘most beautiful story” offers several extraordinury tewens for the 


faithful 
One i thar Allah always plans things that are for the 

& betterment of the believer. Even if at face value something that 
Jooks like a handship, it may eventually turn out w be 

g This is exctly what happened in the case of 

‘He was thrown into a well, only to be taken to a 

place. He was brought up in a noble family of very high 
tank in Egypt, and was given excellent training and education, 
He turned into a man of remarkable ability and wisdom: 

Bat this can happen only if the person concerned endures 
with patience. The sweet patience—sabr jami—shown by both | 
Yaqub 32 and Yusuf = at tho most difficult moments, sets a | 
very fine example: the Prophet Yaqub =, having lost both of his | 
beloved sens, merely rumned to his Lord say T complain to | 
Allah of my sorrow and my sadness Unum ashhu buththi wa 

zn da’t Lah,” 


the unshakeable faith and highest 


tricked and cast off by his brothers, being sold 
il then falsely accused and imprisoned in. Egypt 
ined patient and truthful, and he kept his trust 
in the Lord. So Allah stayed with him. He did not forget him. 
He had a great plan for the Prophet Yusuf’s future. But we are 
getting ahead of our story 


2 u 


6. “O Good News!” 


While his dear father sorrowed for him, 
Yusuf 22 lay at the bottom of the dark well, 
terrified because there was no way to get out 
In the meantime, a caravan coming down 
from Syria and heading for Egypt was 
traveling through Palestine. In those days, 
people mostly bartered their goods, rather 


than use money. So they had to carry a lor 


of things, and these things had to be 
well guarded 

This caravan was carrying 
apricots, dried apples, figs, 
spices, balm and incense. It also 
carried woollen cloth, and some 
other goods, All of these things 
were packed in saddlebags 
carried by the camels, whose 
broad feet spread comfortably on 
the sand tracks. 

Although the camels’ 
movements were silent, there 
was a constant tinkling sound of 
their halter bells. There were 
also the long, low calls, made by 
the camel-drivers, one by one, as 
they moved at an even pace 
along the well-known track 
They were expecting to reach the 
next well very soon, and when 
they did, the water carrier was 
sent off to draw some water for 


the animals and the travelers. 


4 


Suddenly, the water-carrier cried out: 
“Oh, good news! Here’s a lucky find! A boy 
at the bottom at the well!” 

Everyone ran across to see, and sure 


enough, there was Yusuf 23, clamoring to 


get out of the well. They sent down a rope: 


he tied it around his waist, and they hauled 


him up. Imagine the travelers’ surprise when 


they saw a good-looking boy with a fac 


bright as the sun! He looked as innocent as 
an angel, and had a very fine appearance. 

Instead of returning the child 

to his family, they decided to take 
him with them to Egypt and sell 

him at the slave bazaar. They 


reached the borders of Egypt and their 


journey was almost over. 

Many, many years ago, long before there 
were cars or airplanes, when people had to go 
on long journeys across desert lands, they 
arranged to travel together in large groups 
That way it was safer. Just to cross the Sinai 
Desert took almost two months, and there 
was always the risk of being attacked by 
bandits. They would walk, ride on camels or 
horses, or sit in wagons 

The whole group was called a caravan, 
To avoid the heat of the day in summer, the 
caravan would move at night. In winter it 


would travel around the clock: 


The caravan, with hundreds of people, 
would move like a whole city under the 
leadership of the amir, who was like a ship's 
captain 

The caravan was usually accompanied 
by a troop of soldiers, with outriders and 
guides. To keep up their spirits, they sang as 
they traveled onward, and at night they 
stopped to build fires and bake their bread on 
hot stoves. Then they would sit around the 
fires, telling the old stories of their tribe. 

In the moming they would set off again 


on the long slow trek 


Slaves in Egypt 

In the days of Yusut =, in Egype and all 
cover the world, rich people hud slaves to 
serve them, People acquited slaves in 
dlifierent ways: they sete either prisoners of 
war, or they were chiklren who had been sold 
by poor parents, oF they were people who, 
alone and unguarded, had heen kidnapped, 

‘Often slaves were able to earn. their 
freedom, oF thet master freed them. Very 
often they became important people in poctety 
Sometimes they became great scholars and 


leaders. 


The probable route by which the 
Prophet Yusuf => reached Eqypt. 


7. Allah’s Plan for Yusuf sc 


When the caravan arrived, probably in the 
ancient city Memphis, Yusuf 225 was sold for 
the paltry sum of 20 dirhams (small silver 


coins) to. a nobleman, who took him into his 


service. The man who bought Yusuf 
from the royal court and bore 


the title of Aziz (a title which 


was given to people of high 


nk such as governors). His 


ne was Fitfir, or Potiphar. 


The Aciz sensed 
immediately that there was 
something very special about 
this young man. Yusut’s 
handsome presence, his 
winning ways, his innocence, 


his intelligence and integrity, 


A Ancient silver coins 
‘The Quran tells us that the Prophet 
‘Yusuf was sold into slavery for just a 
few silver coins 


combined with his courtesy and noble 
manliness, greatly impressed the Aziz. 
guessed 


A nobleman himself, the Azi: 


that Yusuf < must also be from a 
noble family. He, therefore, brought 
him home and instructed his wife to 
take good care of him, and asked her 


to treat him as an honored member of 


the household, adding that as they had 
no children, they might later on adopt 
him as a son. 

Thus, according to Allah's plan, 
Yusuf = was brought from a small 
village to the most advanced city of the 
age to be trained and to carry out some 


purposeful task 


Memphis 

At the time of our story the ancient city of 
Memphis was the hansest city in Egypt. It was 
founded in 3000 BLC., when Upper Egypt and 
Lower Egypt were united. This was the beginning 
of Eyypr’s dynasties. 

Ancient Egyptians described their country ws 
being shaped like a lotus plant: the Nile River was 
like the stem, the Faiyum oasis was like the bud, 
and the delta was like 


flower. Though Egypr's 
teundaries are much wider, that land is 49 dry 


tuarren that very few people can live there. Eyype's 
population has always been clustered along the 
Iife-giving Nile. the world’s longest river, which 
flows all the way from Ethiopia. 

Once a year the river overtlowed ins banks, 
This was tereible for 


houses and lands would 


ten disappear beneath, 
the waters Even worse, the river changed ity 

course every year when the waters were reaching 
their highest level. Bur 
all sorts of earth and sa 


floodwaters also carried 
from further south, and 
deposited it on the and. ‘This livinys matter, called 
wilt, is a natural fertilizer that makes crops flourish 
Ti was this, along with the water itself, which for 

thouxands of years made E 


ypt one of the richest 
Jands in the region, As a result, the Egyptians 
developed a mighty empire with powerful king, 
who were later known as Pharaohs. 

located at the head of the Nile 
delta, where the delta joined the valley. ft wis an 
‘excellent position from which to govern both lands 
and Metnphis remained the apie 
Old Kingdom. By the time Yusuf 5 arrived in 
Memphis, sme 1500 years later, the Old Kingdom 
had broken down, and there were a series of 40 
called intermediate dynasties, including several 
founded by invaders from the East, that ruled 
Egypt. In those days every king built himself a new 
r nd government buildings and 
shape of Metphis kept changing. But the major 
temples and the shipyards and harbor remained the 


Mernphis w: 


so the si 


same, and the city continued to flourish, and later 
had 


The city’s name—in Egyptian, Me-ofer— 
means “established sand beautiful, 


reign communities. 


Indeed it was. 
The city had grand buildings und temples 
dedicated to Egyptian gods. It had big markets and 
bbroad public squares. It was in one of these 
squares of this bustling city that Yusuf = was 
auctioned as @ slave 


8. Yusuf s2f Faces Another Test 


The 


handsome and charming young man, 


ars passed and Yusuf 2 grew into a 


With his change of fortune in Ezypt, 
Yusuf 5 grew in knowledge, judgment 
and power. The Aziz treated him with 
honor: Yusuf 22 was more his guest and 
son than his slave. He quickly learned the 


language and had become almost like an 


Exyptian, He was truthful and honest, so 
people asked his advice and respected his 
opinions. 

This attractive young man fascinated 
the Azic's beautiful and pow 
whose name was Zulaykh 


ful wife, 
Yusuf 2 kepe 
his distance and never responded to her 


| 
| 
| 


The Gentle Voice of God 


saved him ar 
tiven every single human bei 


ment, Allah has 
x this divine 


your conscience, It helps you 10 judge between 
right und wrong and vo tell the difference 
between good and evil, Your conscience ca 
you when you are in danger of going astray 

‘When you ignore your conscience, you are 
ignoring the gentle voice of God. You will not 
wnly be deprived of God's help, but will slowly 
weaken your God-given inherently divine n 

‘On the other hand, one who is obedient to hi 


Me crearor will bow the moment Goals call is heard. 


God's help gives such a person the strength to 
stand up against any evil 

The righteous never attribute any good to 
thembelves, bur attribute all goed to the yn 
the Almighty Allih, F 
thin's self is called ammarah, meaning 
“the soul wont t9 command ceil” At the 
slightest departure from the path of rectitud 
lowwormah, meaning “ 
pangs of conscience 


source of yoodness: 


Yunuf 22 kepe intact his divine nature, whieh 


re right from his or her birth; it is also called 


‘self-accusing spirit,” arouses 


flirting, but Zulaykha would not take no for 

an answer. She followed Yusuf = around; but 
still he would not listen to her. Then one day 
when the A; 


Yusuf = alone. 


his wife found 


iz was away, 


She called him into her room 


and tried to seduce him. She bolted the doors 


and said: “Come 
strong that, if he had not been strengthened 
by his great faith in Allah, he would have 
fallen prey to mortal w 
Taken aback, Yusuf x said, “God 
forbid. My master has treated me with 


The temptation was so 


ness. 


kindness. | cannot betray his trust.” Yusuf 


he could not 


respected and loved the 
think of becoming involved with the Azis's 


wife behind his back, Moreover, Yusuf = 
knew that it would be a sin against Allah. So, 
as Zulaykha fluttered her eyelashes, Yusuf 3 
tured and ran toward the door. Zulaykha ran 
after him, caught hold of his shirt, and tore it, 
Yusuf 2 managed to open the door, only to 
find his master standing outside. 

Zulaykha blurted out a wicked lie, in the 


way a guilty person often does, to explain 


herself to her husband and take 


_- revenge on the man who had 


; spurned her. “What is the fitting 


punishment, my master, for one 


who has evil designs on your wife: 
she cried. A moment before she 
had been showing her love for him, 
‘and now she began to accuse him 
falsely of misbehaving with her! 
Yusuf 4 denied her charges, 


‘and explained that it was she who 


had tried to entice him. By this 
time a number of family members 
had gathered to find out what the 
commotion was about. One, who 
had probably seen everything, 
suggested: “If Yusuf’s shirt is tom 
from the front, she is speaking the 
truth. If it is torn from behind, then 
it is he who is to be believed." The 
Aziz looked at Yusuf's shirt and 
saw that it was torn from behind. 
He realized that his wife was at 
fault 
indeed!” he exclaimed, and 
Yusuf’s 


‘Your cunning is great 


cautioned her to as 
pardon. 


9. “Prison will be better...” 


News of the incident spread throughout 
the town, and the womenfolk in particular 
began to gossip about it. They felt that 
Zulaykha was clearly in the wrong. The 


's wife invited the noble ladies of the 
town to a banquet, where she planned to 
prove to them that they would also have 
acted as she had. Giving each of them a 
she told them to cut some fruit; 


then she asked Yusuf = to pass through the 
dining room. When Yusuf 4 appeared, the 


ladies were so struck by his extraordinary good 


looks that they exclaimed: “God preserve us! 


This is no mortal, but a gracious angel!" And 
in great excitement they cut their fingers with 
the knives in their hands. 

The women may have been distracted by 
the attractive personality of Yusuf 24, but 
Yusuf 23, by contrast, had his entire attention 
focused on Allah. He was so absorbed in the 
tness and sublimity of Allah that no other 

able to attract him. 


w& OF 


A Banquet by the Aztex wite 
The Aziz wile invited the noble ladies of the town to a 
banquet. Giving each of them a knife, she told them to 
‘Ut some fruit: then she asked Yusuf = to pass through 
the hall, When the ladies saw him, they were 
wonderstruck and in great excitement cut their fingers 
with the knives 


The A; 
change her attitude towards 


's wife did not 


Yusuf 2. She even threatened 
to send him to prison if he 
continued to reject her 
advances, Yusuf 2 prayed in 
great anguish: “Help me, O my 
Lord; prison will be better than 
sked to do. If 


you do not turn their plot away 


what Iam being 


from me, I will incline towards 
them, and then I will be one of 
the ignorane people.” 

Even though the Aziz and 
the others knew that Yusuf 2 


was innocent, they decided, 
probably to protect Zulaykha, 
to imprison him. That was 
Unjust, but it was also Allah's 
answer to Yusuf’s prayer. And, 
indeed, prison opened up 
another chapter in the life of 


the Prophet Yusuf = 


10. “O, My Fellow Prisoners” 


The prison was dark, It was impossible to 
escape from it. There was no ray of sunlight 
One could not tell whether it was day or 
night. But Yusuf 2 kept praying to his Lord. 
He remembered how Allah had rescued him 
from the dark well. He was sure that Allah 
would help him again. 

Yusuf 2 had a clear conscience. He was 
innocent, And therefore, he was no ordinary 
prisoner. He waited patiently for Allah to 
reprieve him. He felt being locked up in prison 
was a good thing, for it prevented him from 
falling prey to the temptations of his master's 
home. But there was another and more 
important side to his being in prison. It was 
while he was there that Allah called upon him 
to become a prophet, following in the footsteps 
of his father Yaqub 324, his grandfather 
Ishaq 2 and great grandfather Ibrahim =. 

Yusuf 22 began his mission by bringing 
the word of Allah to the other inmates. He 
begged criminals to change their ways and 
sympathized with those who had been wrongly 
convicted, He advised them to put up with 


their suffering as patiently as they could, 


T have abandoned the ways of a people whe 
do not believe in Allah and who even deny 
the hereafter And {follow the ways of my 
fathers, Ibrahis 

and never could we 
whatever no All result of the 
race of Allab HN mankind: yet ¢ 
most men do swt give thanks (12:37-38). 


ant Yauby 2 
ribute any partners 


ee) 


He felt that it was the right 
time to teach them the true faith. So 
he taught them to believe in the one 
true God and told them to give up 
their old, evil ways of idol worship: 


“Fellow prisoners! Are diverse Lords 
better, or Allah the One, the Almighty? Those 
you worship besides Him are nothing but 


names that you and your fathers have devised 
and for which Allah has revealed no sanction 
Judgment rests only with Allah. He has 
commanded you to worship none but Him. 
That is the true faith: yet most men do not 
know it”(12;39-40) 


The Most Noble Prophet 


Prophet Muhammad & met Yusuf > 
on the occasion of the Miraculous Night 
Journey, or Isra, when the angel Jibrl, 
cent by Allah, took the Pro 
Muhammad & trom Ma} 
wd from there through the heavens until 
ince of his Creator. On. 
thor incredible night the mesenger of 


Jerusalem 


he was in the pr 


Allah met all of the prophets, including 
Yuouf 22, und led them in prayer. 
Muhamm: ater said that the noblest 
fof ther all was Yusuf 32, because he was 
2 prophet from a long line of prophets— 
Yagub b 


and Ibrahim 


11. Interpreting Dreams 


There were two prisoners who entered the 
prison at the same time as Yusuf sé. Both 
Were servants in the royal court who had 
displeased the king. One of them was the 
king's cupbearer. His job was to serve wine to 
the king. The other was the king's baker. Both 
were charged with conspiring to poison the 
king. Both were impressed by the Prophet 
Yusuf’s honesty and wisdom. They trusted 
him and began to consult him, 

One night both of them had strange 


dreams. They came to Yusuf x and narrated 


the dreams, One told him that he saw himself 


A Pressing grapes 
The cupbearer, one of the fellow prisoners of the Prophet 
Yusuf => saw in his dream that he was pressing grapes, The 
‘dream was successfully interpreted by the Prophet Yusut 


4 


pressing grapes to make wine. The other said 
that in his dream he saw himself carrying 
some bread on his head that was pecked at by 
birds. They requested Yusuf 2, “to tell us 
their meaning, for we can see you are a man 
of virtue.” Yusuf = replied thar they would 
learn everything before their next meal. He 
added that his Le 


of interpreting dreams to him 


ord had given this knowledge 


After teaching them the faith, Yusuf 2 


interpreted the dreams. To the first, Yusuf = 


said that he would shortly be released from the 
prison and would again pour wine for his 
master. To the other he said that he would be 
sentenced to death and birds would peck at his 
head. Not long after, the Prophet Yusuf’s 
predictions came true. At his trial, the baker 
was charged with conspiring to poison the king, 
found guilty, and condemned to d 
charges against the cupbearer were proved false: 


he was released and retumed to the palace to 


his old job. 


h. The 


A Birds pecking at their food. 
‘The other prisoner saw in his dream that he was 

carrying bread on his head and birds were pecking at It 
This dream was also interpreted by the Prophet Yusul = 


Yusuf set had asked the cup bearer, to 
relate to the king his own case of cruel and 
unjust imprisonment. But the cupbearer 
completely forgot the request, and Yusuf 


languished in prison for some more years. 


Ancient Egyptian Art 

The ancient Egyptians, a highly cultured people who knew a great 
deal about life and death, were skilled in art and architecture, Ancient 
Egyp’s pyramids are the oldest and largest stone structures in the world, 
The first pyramids were built about 4,500 years ago, and the largest, the 
Great Pyramid at Gea, which is one of the Seven Wonders of the 
Ancient World, was built with more than 2 million limestane blocks, 
ich weighing an average of 23 metric to Temples were also built of 
imestone. Parts of the temples were designed to resemble plants: for 
example, columns carved to look like palm trees or papyrus reeds. 

The finest paintings and other works of art were produced for tombs 
and temples. Arnists covered the walls of tombs with bright, imaginative 
scenes of daily life and pictorial guides to the afterlife. These paintings 
were done very seriously and beautifully, for che Egyptians believed the 
scenes could come w life in the next world, Temples were decorated 
with carvings showing festivals, military victories and other important 
‘events. Sculptors also carved large stone sphinxes, the statues that were 
supposed to represent Egyptian kinds or gods and were used to guard 
temples and tombs. 

‘Craftsmen employed by the royal families and by the templey could 
make almost anything: carved figures and personal ornaments from wood, 
ivory, alabaster, bronze, gold and turquoise, hamesses and every sort of 
implement. A favorite subject for small sculprures was the cat, which the 
Egyptians considered sacred and valued for protecting their grain supplies 
from mice. 


12. Seven Fat Cows and Seven Weak Ones 


In the meantime, one night the king of Egypt “There is a solution to this problem,” 


had a very strange dream that he failed to added Yusuf 2. In the first seven years 


understand. He called his advisors, courtiers 


whatever crops were grown should be mostly 


and pries saved, he advised. In this way, during the 


to interpret the dream, All the 


learned men of the land came. The king, 
told them of how in his dream he had seen grain that had been stored. 
seven weak cows devouring seven fat ones, Yusuf = also foretold that after seven 


and seven green ears of corn being replaced years of famine, there would come a year 


by seven dry ones. 


Everyone tried his best to 
explain the king's dream, but none 


of them gave an answer that 


satisfied the king. Suddenly the 


cupbearer remembered Yusuf st 
and his great ability to interpret 
dreams. 

The king sene the cupbearer 
to the prison to meet Yusuf <4, 
and he Yusuf = explained the 
dream thus: in the lands of Egypt 
there would be seven years of 
prosperity. The farmers would grow Wf 


lots of grain and the cattle would 


multiply, But following these seven 
years of prosperity and abundance, 


there would come seven years of 


severe and dreadful famine, when 
crops would not grow, cattle would. Y 
die and people would starve to 
death. These seven years would 
Use up all the stores they had laid 


by in the good years. 


» 


years of famine they would be able to use the 


when there would be abundant rain and they 
would be blessed with great prosperity. In that 
year the vines and the olive trees that had 
suffered in the drought, would be revived and 
would yield their juice and they would have 
the oil from the linseed, sesame and the 
caster oil plant 

The cupbearer took Yusuts 
interpretation to the king, The king was very 


pleased, and ordered thar Yusuf 2 be brought 


to the palace. 


Economic Life in Ancient Egypt 
One of the world’s earliest civiliations was 


lie-ziving presence of 1 mighty river ~ the Nil. 
‘The Nile’s annual flooding deponited a wide 


Ancient Fat wo ch fn manera Lane 
deposits of limestone, sandstone and granite 
were mined to build the pyramids and other 
monuments. Tin nl gold was abs mined, 

At the une of out wry Fa tt have 3 


cooking utensils or whatever else they needed. 
Egypt carried on a lively foreign trade with 


13. A Man Worthy of Trust 


The king's messenger ran to the prison to 
fetch Yusuf 4, expecting the prisoner to 
be overjoyed at the summons from the 
king, To his amazement, Yusuf 3 refused 
to leave the prison until his name had 
been cleared. After all, Yusuf 224 was to 


carry out the prophetic mission of Al 
For this important duty, it was necessary 


that any false charges should be cleared 


and he should emerge with a clean image: 
The king ordered an enquiry into 
Yusuf’s complaint and found thar all the 


charges against him were false. 1 
wife and other women were called. “W 
know no evil of him,” the Aziz's wife 

admitted, “Now the truth must come to 
light,” she said, “it was I who attempted 
to seduce him. He has told the truth.” 


‘4 The King of Egypt placed the Prophet Yusuf => 
In charge of the granaries 


When Yusuf = learned about the 


confession of the Aziz’s wife, 


former master (the Aziz) will know that I 
did not betray him behind his back, and 
that Allah does not guide these who betray 
their trust,” he exclaimed. Yusuf <4 


= 
honorably released from the prison. But he 
did not claim this victory as bis own. “I am 
not trying to absolve myself,” he said, “for 
man’s inner self does incite him to evil, 
and only those are saved upon whom my 
Lord bestows His mercy, My Lord is 
forgiving and merciful.” 


When Yusuf 23 appeared before the 
king, the latter was very impressed by his 
extraordinary personality, especially his 
wisdom and truthfulness. "From now on 


you shall dwell with us, honored and 


tmusted,” said the King. "Give me charge of 
the granaries of the realm. I shall be a good 
and intelligent keeper,” replied Yusuf 24. 

The king happily made him the minister of 


aries and charged him with making 


gn 
sure that there would be enough grain to 
meet all requirements during the famine 


that was to come, 


14. “Thus We Established Yusuf” 


The Prophet Yusuf 32 was about 30 years 
old when he was appointed by the king of 
Egypt as his trusted minister to look after 
the granaries, 

Allah had established Yusuf 3 securely 
in the land of Egypt. Sometimes it is the 
hardships in life that lead the way to 
gooxlness. In the case of the Prophet 
Yusuf s2#, when he was thrown into 
the dark well, it was apparently a 
great hardship for him, But the world 
is managed and governed by Allah 
alone, and He makes special plans for 
His servants, So the well became the 
first step for Yusuf = to reach great 
heights, taken as he was from a small 
village to the most modem city of that 
time in Egypt and ultimately finding 


‘A The Nile River 
‘One of the reasons for the prosperity in Egypt 
was the great river, the Nile 


» 


an honorable position in the house of a 
noble prince there. Likewise the dark prison 
became a stepping-stone to the royal court 
and ultimately to the seat of power in the 
land of Egypt. 


Misfortune and failure in life are 
common occurrences, but coupled with a 
positive attitude, they can be turned into 
future success. By contrast, failure coupled 
with a negative attitude can only lead to 
more failure. There is no end to the 
possibilities for success in life for the 
individual who can take a lesson from 
failure, But life's trials must be faced with 
patience, perseverance and compassion, 

The story of the Prophet Yusuf 4 is a 
great reminder to believers to put their 
entire trust in Allah and pray to Him in 
good times, as well as in adversity. As the 
Qur'an puts it: “With every hardship 
comes ease” (94:5-6). 


" 
The Hyksos Kings 
The story of the Prophet Yusuf 2 most likely 
took place during the rule of one of the six Hyksos 
kings who ruled Egype from about 1700 ro 1580 BC, 
cer invading the country fron the east across the 
Sinai Peninsula, The ume of this dynasty, certainly 
foreign in origin, comes from the Egyptian hiy shou 
dlers of nomad lands," 
or —aceording to the late Egypnian historian 
ho — “shepherd kings." 
© people of Fgype were Capts, by their 
the descendants of Ham, one of the 
uh's sons It is believed that the Hyksos 
were Atmhs who hud largely kept to their Bedouin 
way of life, despite the fact that, before their invasion 
of Egypt, they were already well established in Syria 
This would explain why the king t1 this story w 
to place hin trust in Yusuf 3 and st would also 
explain the subsequent happy sctlement in Egypt of 
Yaqub’s family — the Children of Israel. The 
Hebrews, too, were descended from one of the many 
Bedouin ertbes who some centuries eatlier had left 
the Arabian P rnin and later for 
Syrin. The langu 
very similar tw Hebrew, which, after all, is an ancient 
Anabian dialect. 
The Hykios were as advanced as the Egyptians in 
many ways, and in military technology they were 
or. They brouyht new and powerful weapons to 
ypt. They made spear points, arrowheads and 
hattle-axes from bronze, # copper and rin alloy ee 
was much stronger and could be made sharper than 
plain copper, They mage bows of compysite materials 
J laminated wood, horn and sinew that were stronger 
and » the attow, Finally, they bi 
hane-dmwn chariots from which to wage battle 
advances contributed w Egypt's power 
on. The Hyksos rulers established their capitol 
in the delta. They exacted mibute from the 
‘nobility and landowners of Upper Eeypr based at 
Thebes. but were careful noc to disturh the culture of 
Egypt, and actually adopted many of the local ways 
They learned and used hieroglyphic writing and used 
traditional Egyptian titles in their royal court, They 
BY were accepted as legitimate rulers by many Egyptians 
and ruled for about 100 year 
Bur in Upper Exypr resentment over “foreign” 
domination continued wo boil, and finally in 1560 BC, 
J Abmose I of Thebes began the decisive campaign 
that would capture Memphis and ultimately take 
Hover the Hyksas capitol of Avars, driving the Hyksos 
BL nick across the Sina co Palestine 


u 


15. The Famine in Egypt 


Yusuf 22 set about his important duties. As 
second in command to the king, and with 
the blessings of Almighty Allah, Yusuf 2 
traveled the length and breadth of Eeypt. In 
every city he gave orders for huge storage 
buildings to be put up, to hold grain, 


Recogni 


ing his power and his talent for 
organization, people in all of Egypt's cities 
were glad to do as he bade. For seven whole 
years, they amassed plentiful harvests, There 
was grain without measure, piling up until it 


was like the sands of the desert. It was 


= 
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loaded on to carts to be dispatched to places 
where it was most needed and also sent 


down the river by barge from the great Nile 


delta. The granaries were gradually filling 
up, for Yusuf = had managed everything 
with superior skill. When the seven years 
were almost over, he saw thar there was 

enough grain to see them through the hard 


times that were ¢ g. He had successfully 


completed his preparations. The seven good 
years passed and the times of prosperity went 


by. Then came the seven lean and hungry 


years, when no crops would grow. Now, 


famine held the land in its grip, The whole 
of Egypt was hit by it. The skies became 
white and hot and stayed that way; never a 
drop of water did they let fall upon the land 
The land cracked, and the dry wind 

dust. The Nile 
shriveled, people begin wo starve and 


whipped up storms 


. 


“- 


animals began dying. Famine was 


everywhere. 


Now, Yusuf 4 was busier than ever, 
distributing and selling the grain that had 
been saved and seeing that it was fairly 
shared out, Soon people from nearby 
countries, who were also hit by famine, 


heard that there was grain in Egypt. 


16. The Brothers Visit Egypt 


Many countries on the shores of the 
Mediterranean looked to Egypt as a 
source of food, Caravans came from all 
directions—from Syria and Arabia and 
the coast of North Africa—all hoping wo 
buy grain or barter for it, Yusuf 3 had 
foreseen these countries’ needs and had 
set aside enough foodstuffs for the 
purpose, But he restricted each trader to 
just one camel-load, That was as much as 


could fairly be given. 


Back in the land of Canaan, Yaqub <> 
and his sons were hit by the famine too, 
Like everywhere else, food had become 
scarce in their land too. When he came to 
know that people were traveling to Egypt 
for grain, Yaqub 2 asked his sons to go 
there to fetch some grain for the family, as 
there was hardly anything to eat. Only 
Binyamin did not accompany them, for 
Yaqub 4 could not endure being separated 
from him. He was very anxious about 


him—the only real brother of Yusuf 73 


The ten brothers loaded their camels 


and began the slow journey to Egypt. After 
the long tiring trek, they finally arrived 
Reaching the royal storehouse to buy grain, 
they presented themselves to the chief of the 
storehouses, the king of Egypr’s minister. 
Although it had been about 20 years since 
he had seen them, Yusuf recognized his 
brothers immediately. They — not 
surprisingly — did not recognize him, How 
could they have ever imagined that the 
young boy they had thrown down a dry well 
could have survived, much less risen to 


such a high rank? 


Science and Technology in 
Ancient Egypt 


The Egy 
technological insennions to develop thelr 


made scientific discoveries and 


civiliaation, These discoveries and inventions 
serwured that thou 


ancy of years later we would be 
able to know many things about what life war ke 
at that time 

Mathematics was developed in Exype ta help 
with the economy and engine 


g projects 


Egyptians could measure area, volume, distance 
ting by tens. 


Mathematics was used to solve problems such as 


andl weight, and used a system af ¢ 


how much grain was in a granary, or how many 


Ireicks would be necessary (o build « ramp, ‘The 


nacing pyramids are testimony to the accuracy of 
their methods 

Maalicine was also highly developed in ancient 
tons studied the burnan bexly 


Egypt, Egyptian 
scientifically and could sot broken bones, cute for 
ound and treat many illnesses Some special 


articular fields defects of the eye was one, 
acenach problems was another popula 
specialization 

A 36S day calendar was also devised using 
ssroncmnical observations, to date events and keep 
track of religa mstivials, 

Fiver mone important than development of the 
system of writing called hieroglyphic, t 
Exyptians produced the fist kind of waiting paper 
the work! had ever sen: papyrus. ‘The papyrus was 
9 10-15-foortall reed thar grew wild in the vast 
amarshes of the Nile Delta 

The Egypt horvested this 
plane ana figured cut way 
corn it into lightweight bur 
senor sheets, which were joined 
with flour py 


could be ralled up as scrolls fi 
The Egyptians used papyrus 

for all their record-keeping, 
including history and 
Anwrruethons for the souls of the 
dead that were kept in the 
tombs, Papyrus was exported all 

aver the Middle East, with the result that other 


kingdoms and cultures were also able to keep 


records of their history 


to them in the furure if they failed to bring 


17. “What More Could We Ask For?” 


the brother whom they had mentioned. 


“We will do our very best to persuade 


Yusuf 2 received his brothers honorably but probably followed, and Yusuf = said 


our father to part with him,” the brothers 
their aid: 
brother, they could be considered to be lying. 


did not tell them who he really was. In the forcefully that if they did not brit 


course of conversation he asked about their 


When they were preparing to leave, 


situation and about the number of people in He threatened that no grain would be given 


Yusuf =+ had their money and 


their family, They told him 
that they had old parents 
and one younger brother. 
Yusuf gave them 
enough provisions and 
treated them liberally —one 
camel load for each. The 
brothers requested an extra 
camel load for the brother 
who had not come, Yusuf 24 


his 


saw the chance to me 


younger brother, Binyamin, 
whom he longed very much 
to see, and explained that 
only those who were present 
could be provided for: "Next 
time, come with your 


brother. You have seen my 


generosity.” An argument 
Barter—an ancient way of 
paying 


In the old days not e 


, ryone had 
By scl, iver and copper coins with 
which to buy what they needed 
ed their goods 
N sometimes 


ving a 


ccow for several sheep, or a sheep for a 
hag of grain. This was called. barter. 


merchandise put back into their packs. The 
happy band left Egypt with enough 


provisions for the entire y 


When they got back home and opened 
up their packs and found thar their money 


and merchandise had been returned to 


them, they were thrilled with 
the kindness and generosity 
the king’s minister had shown 
them. Their opinion of the 
keeper of the storehouses 


soured, and they were 


emboldened to ask Yaqub x if 
they could take Binyamin with 
them the next time. 

“Oh father! What more 
could we ask for? Here is all 
‘our stuff — it has been 
returned to us!” they 
exclaimed to Yaqub 3. “If you 
will just send Binyamin with 
us, we shall again be able to 
bring food for our family, We 
promise to guard our brother 
well.” 

But Yaqub = was 
reluctant. Though many years 
had passed, the memory of 
Yusuf 25 was still fresh in his 
mind, and he could not bear 
the thought of losing another 
child. 


18. Trust in Allah 


A year later, when it was time to return to 
Egypt to obtain grain for the following year, 


Yaqub's sons came to their old father. “Oh 


father!" they pleaded. “Unless we take 
Binyamin with us, all the grain of Egypt is to 
be withheld from us." The father feared for his 
son, remembering what had happened to 
Yusuf 34, He asked: “Shall I entrust him to 


you as | entrusted his brother!” 


But they went on and on pleading with 
him. Their persistence and the urgent need for 
food finally m 


youngest son with his ten half-brothers to 


de Yaqub 2 agree to send his 


Egypt. But before that, he took from every one 


‘The Prophet Yaqub = said to his sons, "My sons, do not 
all enter the city by one gate. Enter it by different gates.” 
He told them this to ensure their safety, 

x 


Hah, that 
f him and 
bring him back home safely, unless they 
ambushed. They all 


promised, It was a serious moment, and 


of them a solemn promise befor: 


they would indeed take good care 


themselves we 


everyone pledged his life to protect Binyamin. 
Yaqub <= said, “Allah is witness to all that 
we say.” 

Then the Prophet Yaqub = advised his 


sons: “My sons, do not all enter the city by 


one gate. Enter it by different gates.” He 


probably gave this advice in case the local 


people, seeing so many outsiders entering the 


city, tried to stop them. He added, “In no way 
can I shield you from the might of Allab: 
Judement is His alone. 

Though Yaqub 2 gave worldly advice to 


his sons to enter the city in small groups, at 


the same time he showed the utmost trust in 
Allah, saying thar whatever happened would 
only be by His will. Then he prayed; “In Him 
Thave put my trust. In Him let the faithful 
put their trust"(12:67) 

To the sound of harness bells tinkling 
and the grunting of animals, the brothers set 
‘out-once again down the long dusty road to 
Egypt. This time they were eleven, as 
Binyamin was with them. They 
were now confident that they 
would be well received in Egypt 
and would be given all thar 
they wanted, 

They reached Egypt and 
entered the city in the way their 
father had told them, They 
went straight to the royal 
storehouse. When Yusuf 23 
saw his younger brother 
Binyamin, he could hardly hold 
back his tears of joy. It had 
b 


since he had seen his brother, 


en more than twenty years 


who was now in his prime. 
Yusuf = greeted all the 
brothers, and then took 
Binyamin aside and embraced 
him, and confided to him that 
he was his lost brother, He 
comforted Binyamin and said 
he should not grieve over the 
past doings of their half- 
brothers. He also told him not 
to let anyone know about this. 


y 


19. The King’s Cup 


While the grain for Binyamin was being 
weighed out, Yusuf s24 put his drinking cup in 
his younger brother's packs. It was a gesture of 
great affection for his younger brother. 

Pre 


similar when he put back into his brothers’ 


usly Yusuf x had done something 


packs all the money they had brought to buy 
grain. The brothers only realized 
this when they opened their 
packs once they were back home 
This time too, no one knew of 
Yusut’s gift. 

In the meantime, a 
measuring cup belonging to the 
king had been misplaced, and the 
courtiers suspected the brothers of 


stealing it, As the brothers passed 


A Aprecious cup. 
it was one such cup that was misplaced 
in the palace and it was mistakenly 
thought that Binyamin had stolen i 


* 


through the streets of the city, a group of royal 


guards rushed up to them and shouted: “Ob 
you people of the caravan! Indeed you are 


thieves!” 


They turned back, and asked: “What 
have you lost?” 

“The king's measuring cup is missing,” a 
guard replied. “Whoever brings it back shall 
have a camel-load of corn.” 

“In God's name,” they cried, “you know 
we did not come to do evil in this land. We 


are no thieves.” 


But the guards argued, “What 
punishment shall be his who stole it, if you 
prove to be lying?” 

The brothers said that according to the 
Prophet Ibrahim’s law, which they followed, 
the victim of the theft would be entitled to 
take the thief as a slave in compensation for 


the crime committed against him. The guards 


immediately agreed. When the packs were 
opened, there, glinting in the sun, nestled a 
precious cup — in Binyamin’s bag! This was 
not the cup they were actually looking for, but 
it was a similar one, a very expensive cup. 
The brothers were terrified when the cup 
was discovered, but they showed no surprise, 


saying that Binyamin’s brother Yusuf 2 had 


also been a thief, Little did they realize that 
the king's minister they were addressing was 
none other than Yusuf x! Yusuf 3 showed 


restraint, saying only, “Your deed was worse. 


Allah best knows the things you speak of.” 
In this way the brothers themselves 

decided the punishment for the guilty party, 

and Binyamin was kept back by Yusuf 


Under the king’s law such a punishment 
was not possible. Bur this was not a trick 
on the part of the Prophet Yusuf x to 
prevent his brother from leaving. In the 


words of the Qur'an, it was an inspiration, 


a plan from Allah; “Thus we planned 
(kidna) for Yusuf.” (12:76) 


A Providential Event 
are many different versions and 
Interpretations of this episode, In. some 
versions of the story of Yusuf 23, which also 
cars in the Bible, it is stated that 
Yusul x2 deliberately put the eup inte 
Hinyomin’s bag to keep his brother with hie 
in Egypt: Other versions simply say that 
someone” put the cup in the bay, not 
recently Yunuf 25. Some interpreters 
that it was the brothers who planted the cup 
in Biny to be rid of him as they 
of Yunuf 22 before 
‘two distinctly 


had themsely, 
But in the Qui 
different words are used for the cups ~ 


clearly implying that Yusuf's gift and what 
the king lost were two different things. The 
drinking cup belonging to Yusuf 3 is called 
siaya (12:70), while the king's measuring 
‘cup is called swwa (12:72). The eup that wa 
recovered from Binyamin’s baz was a. siqa 
foe a sau. 

But the confusion between the cups was 
enough, and the guards’ need to apprehend 
someone was sufficiently urgent for Biny 

U to be found guilty on the spot, Ironically, the 
brothers had set the punishment, as asked. 

It was truly a series of providential acts 
for Yusuf =. 


kept him as a punishment. The brothers plotted against Yusuf 324, So he cried out, 


20. “Never Give Up Hope!” theft. We testify only to what we know. 


How could we guard against the swore to their father that this was the truth, 


“No! Your souls have tempted you to evil. But 
and they even made the people of the caravan I will have sweet patience (sabr jamil). Allah 


bear witness. Yaqub 2 was absolutely 


unforeseen? Inquire at the city where we 


may bring them all to me... He alone is All- 


lodged, and from the caravan with 
which we traveled. We speak the truth.” 


w the brothers had a serious problem. 


How could they face their father, who had stunned by the story. He knew his little Knowing and Wise.” 


taken a solemn pledge from them to bring Binyamin too well to believe that he had The loss of Yusuf 7 and now Binyamin 
Binyamin back? They pleaded with Yusuf a 


to free Binyamin: “Noble prince, this boy has 


When they reached home without 


Binyamin, the brothers told their ailing stolen anything. He flatly refused to believe was so hard for Yaqub #5 to bear that he lost 


father that his son had committed a them, thinking they had plotted to get rid of his eyesight weeping. Ruefully, he thought of 


ed father. Take one of us, instead 
of him, We can see you are a generous 
man.” One of the brothers offered to 


remain there as a host 


in place of 
Binyamin. (According to a tradition, 
he was the same brother who had 
objected to killing Yusuf 23, suggesting 
that they cast him into a well instead.) 
But Yusuf 34 turned down the request: 
“God forbid that we should take any 
but the man with whom our property 
was found: for then we should be 
unjust.” 

The brothers were so upset they 
eldest 
ypt; he 


did not know what to do. The 


brother refused tok 


didn’t have the courage to show his 
face to his father. He accused his 
brothers: “Do you not know that your 
father took from you a pledge in 
Alllah’s name, and that long 
did your worst with Yusuf 34? [ will not 


ago you 


stir from this land until my father gives 
me leave or Allah makes known to me 
His judgment.” He asked his brothers 
to return to their father and tell him: 


“Father, your son has committed a 


2 


theft and thar the king's minister had 


their youngest brother just as they had 


how Yusuf's boyhood dreams had 
augured his greatness. For himself, 
the whole world had been plunged 
into darkness. He poured out his 
distraction and grief only to Allah. 
His faith was still as strong as ever 
and he observed the discipline of 
patience—the greatest virtue of the 
faithful. 

Turning away from his sons, 
Yaqub x cried, “How great is my 
grief for Yusuf a2!” The sons 
retorted, “By God! You will never 
cease to remember Yusuf 3 until 
you ruin your health or die.” But 
Yaqub = forgave the sting and 
malice in the words of his sons and, 
like a prophet of Allah, he still 
wished them well, gave sound 
advice, and did not lose hope. 

“O my sons! Go and enquire 
about Yusuf #4 and his brother, and 
never give up hope of Allah's 
soothing mercy,” Yaqub x4 said. 
“Truly, no one despairs of Allah's 
soothing mercy, except those who 
have no faith.” 


21.“None Shall Reproach You ...” 


So the sons of Yaqub 224 once again set 
out for Egypt in the hope that the king's 


minister would agree to their request to 


¢ Binyamin. 


Finally they reached Egypt, met 
Yusuf 324 and pleaded with him to release 
Binyamin, They told him that their father 


was an old man who deeply grieved for 


his son, They also pleaded with Yusuf 2 
for charity as they had not brought much 
money this time, They said, “Noble 


prince, we and our people are scoured 


with famine.” They had spent a great part 


of their capital and stock-in-trade, “We 
have brought very little money. Give us 
some corn, and be charitable to us: Allah 
rewards the charitable.” 

To their pleadings, Yusuf 3 replied: 
“Do you know what you did to Yusuf and 
his brother?” At once the brothers 
realized that they were in the presence of 
Yusuf 

“Whi 


“Can you indeed be Yusuf! 


the brothers exclaimed, 


They could 


not believe their eyes. “Iam Yusuf,” he 


answered, “and this is my brother. Allah 
has been very generous to us. Those who 
keep from evil and endure with fortitude 
will not be denied their reward by Allah 
deal, but Allah 


at last rewards patience and right 


They may suffer a gres 


conduct, 


4 


At first, the brothers feared that 
Yusuf 3 might want to punish them, but he 
treated them kindly. “By the Lord,” the 
brothers said, “Allah has exalted you above 
¢ indeed been guilty.” They 


freely confessed their wrongdoing. 


But Yusuf = was such a kind-hearted 
person that he did not rebuke them at all 
“None shall reproach you this day. May 
Allah forgive you,” he said. The brothers 
were full of amazement, deeply relieved and 


grateful 


XI Forgiveness is a great virtue 


Yusuf = pardoned his brothers instantly 
for the harm they had done him. He also 
asked Allah's forgiveness for them. 

Yusuf 32 was not concerned for his own 
sake, He was concerned only for his 

mission as a prophet, 10 call people to Allah 
fod to bring thee Hin, 

When the Prophet Muhammad 2 
conquered Makkah, he behaved in exuetly the 
sume way as Yusuf 2. He took hold of the 
two sides of the gate of che Kabah and said to 
the Quraysh, the people whe for almost twenty 
years had persecuted him and his followene 
“How do you think 1 should treat yout They 
replied, "We hope for goo, you are a noble 
other and the son of a noble brother,” 

sy as any brother Yusuf 22 said,” the 
Prophet replied to them, "Let no one reproach 
‘you this day.” The Prophet forgave all his 
‘opponents, and thus a new chapter was 
‘opened in the history of Islam. All those 
‘opponents, who in orditvary circumstances 
would have twen beheaded for treachery, 
wltimately embraced Islam and served ity 
cause, It was the kind of turing point that 
has not heen seen since in the history of Islam. 


22. The Breath of Yusuf =f 


Before the brothers left for home, Yusuf 24 
gave his shirt to them and told them to 
touch his father's eyes with it to restore his 
sight, and to bring his parents to him. 
(Remember that the brothers had covered up 
their crime against Yusuf 22 many years 
earlier by taking his shirt, putting false 
bloodstiins on it, and pretending that he 

8) 

As they approached their 


had been killed by a we 


land, Yaqub 2 sensed that they 
were near, although they were still 
some distance from home, 

bee: 


of Yusuf’s shire. No sooner had 


¢ he could smell the scent 


the caravan reached their town 
than the father said: “I feel the 
breath of Yusuf 2, though you 
will not believe me.” It was as if 
he felt the presence of Yusuf 5 in 
the air. When a long-lost friend is 
about to be rediscovered, many 
people have a sort of foretaste of 
it, which they call telepathy, In. 
eof Ya 
definite. But the people around 
Yaqub 24 thought he had lost his 


mind. “In God's name,” said 


the jub 22 ir was more 


those who heard him, “it is only 
your old illusion." 

As soon as the brothers 
arrived back home, they gave 


+ 


their father the good news that 

Yusuf 3 was alive and patted his face 
with the shirt. Yaqub = at once 
regained his sight. He was overjoyed 
and, thanking Allah, said, “Did 1 not 
tell you, Allah has made known to me 


what you do not know?” 


His sons sank their heads in 


shame and asked for forgiveness: 


We have indeed done wrong.” He 
replied, “I shall beg my Lord to forgive 


you. He is forgiving and merciful” 


ather, beg for forgiveness for our sins. 


(12:96- 
forgivene: 


Yaqub 2 did not ask for 
for them at that very moment 


He knew that there is a special time to do 
that — just before the dawn. That is a special 
time for remembrance of Allah and asking 
forgiveness, That is a time when Allah 
answers prayers. 

The brothers told their father abour 
Yusuf 24, who was now a powerful minister in 
the land of Egypt, next only to the king. They 
also told him about his invitation to them to 
bring their parents to settle in Egypt 

When all the household goods were 
packed, and other useful things like tools and 
weapons, rope and looms were added, they 
rolled up their tents and threw them over the 


There is charity in forgiveness 
‘Abu Abbas ibn Hibr relates that one day 
the Prophet exhorted people to donate 
cthing towards Goat's cause, and people 
gave according to their means. One of the 
Prophet's Companions, Ulhah ibn Zaye bn 
Hantha, did not, however, have anything. 10 
sive. He arose that night and, weeping before 
God, prayed to Him: “Lord T have nothing to 
sive to. charty, Instead Lord, 1 forgive 
er has brought me dishoneur" 
the morning when the Companions 
the Prophet asked them, "Wh 
the one who gave something to charity hast 
night?” When no one arose, the Proph 
cated his question, Still no-one answered 
1 the Prophet had repeated. his 
question for the third time, Ulta ihn Zaye 
thn Haritha arose, “Rejoice,” said the Prophet, 
“for your gift to charity has been accepted.” 
(Ab-bidayah wa Al-Mhayah) 


backs of their camels. They 
herded their flocks together. 
Yaqub's family bade farewell to. 
the land of Canaan, little 

knowing that their people would 
not return for hundreds of ye 


and moved off toward Egypt. 
As they crossed the western 
expanses of the desert and 
approached the fertile delta of 
the Nile, they noticed many 
changes in the landscape. 
Finally, one of the brothers 
who had gone on ahead 
shouted, “The city! The city of 
Yusuf 4! Our journey is almost 
at an end!" 


" 


They were immediately able to see the mink 
Yusuf 2 


embraced his parents and held them in 


to which Yusuf 22 had ri: 


honor. He made them sit on the throne and 


said: “Welcome to Egypt, in safety, if Allah 
will!” According to an old Egyptian custom, 
the place of honor at a ceremonial reception 
is on a seat or a dais, with a special cushion 
of honor, 
Seeing the splendor and high position 

of Yusuf 2, they all fell prostrate, as a 
mark of thanksgiving and awe. “This,” 


Yusuf 224 reminded his father, "is the 
meaning of my dream, which my Lord has 
fulfilled." He explained that his parents 
were the sun and the moon, and his 
brothers were the stars! 
Overwhelmed with 
gratitude to Allah for 
delivering him from prison, for 
reuniting him with his parents 
and for guiding his brothers 
back to the right path, Yusuf = 
prostrated himself before 


23. The Dream Comes True 


Allah saying: “O my Lord! You have 
indeed bestowed on me power, and 
taught me the interpretation of dreams. 
‘O You Creator of the heavens and the 
earth! You are my Protector in this 
world and in the Hereafter. Take my 
soul at death as one submitting to Your 
will, and unite me with the righteous” 
(122101). 
Accordin 
iri, Yusuf 2 died at th 


» Ibn Athir and 
Tal 


years, 64 years before the birth of the 


age of 110 


Prophet Musa 
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million copies have been sold worldwide, 
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Learning About the “Most Beautiful Story” 
Has Never Been So Simple! 


This book tells the story of the Prophet Yusuf = (or 


Joseph) and his brothers. It st 
childhood when his family used co live in tents in the desert 
t grown up 


then moves on to the time when he was almo: 
and his brothers threw him inte 
this horrific incident comes 

Ey 
ultimately made a powerful andl 
Egyptian king. He was also made ¢ 


scribes how 


ng incidents which 


mr the The story has a number of m 
ine moral and ethical values. One instance 


was the courage shown by Yusuf 224 in his youth 
when he was thrown into the well. Another was his 
confronted by the 


young Yusuf was 


piety and trustworthiness v 


women of the Egyptian nobility 


Many other virtues become apparent as the story 


unfolds: his eruthfulness in interpreting dreams, 


his wisdom and willingness t hard while 


his kindness to his 


brothers when they came to beg for grain during 


the famine, hi ity to forgive while dealing 


caving nature when he 


with his bn 
do honor to them. 
in the “most beaw 
4 of xt from which 


: 
& derived. 


The focus throughout the book is on the spirit of the Prophet Yusuf's story, and om! ssons that it has 
ina simple, informatie” 43, with beautiful 


ly lives. These exciting historical events are preser 


for our d 
illustrations, so that young people may easily understand and enjoy them 


